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School of Business Alumni Network Affiliate (SBANA) 
Clark Atlanta University 

Dear Scholarship Committee, 

I want to thank you on behalf of all students, present and past, whom you have blessed greatly 
with this much needed award for Clark students who are both finding a way and making a way. 
When I first got accepted into Clark Atlanta during the April HBCU Tour I was elated to get the 
opportunity to not only attend a historically Black institution but also to be a part of the rich 
culture that our ancestors created for future generations. People told me it would be a stretch 
trying to pay the cost of tuition and board. I was discouraged for a moment but then I realized 
what Booker T. Washington, George Washington Carver and many others had to go through to 
continue their education. I instantly became empowered. It hit me like an epiphany, nothing 
worth having comes easy, including a college education. I heard Frederick Douglas whisper in 
my ear, “Without struggle there is no progress.”  

All my life I have been known as being a quitter or underachiever. Growing up in special 
education had an almost insurmountable effect on my self confidence and it took many hours of 
soul searching, reading and studying to rewire my damaged self-esteem. I went from being an 
underachiever to an overachiever, and now a Black scholar with a 3.75 GPA at the illustrious 
Clark Atlanta University. Anything that I can imagine is real. I imagined winning this scholarship 
as well as other scholarships I won at the end of Fall semester when my balance was $4,227 in 
the red. I was in real danger of not returning for Spring 2019 but I won two scholarships from the 
United Negro College Fund just one week prior to the close of Fall semester. I also won a 
$30,000 scholarship from the Thurgood Marshall College Fund and a paid internship with 
Boeing as a supply chain specialist. This Summer I’ll be stationed in Seattle, Washington 
making $23 an hour and a guaranteed $10,000 sign on bonus after I graduate to work for 
Boeing full-time. 

Thank you again and I will most definitely pay this opportunity forward by donating to 
scholarship funds and by starting my own scholarship fund after I finish my education. My goal 
is to award, to lift those up, who are a kind act away from being successful. So your gift has not 
only helped me but it has also helped generations to come.  

Best regards, 

Angelo P. Hopson

mailto:angelo.hopson@gmail.com

